
KDHE Issues Prescription Drug Assistance Grants 
 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment Secretary Roderick Bremby recently 
announced that 12 safety net clinics and health centers have been awarded $390,000 
as authorized by the 2005 Legislature to provide assistance to Kansans in obtaining 
prescription medication. In a second round of applications completed Aug.15, 
approximately $750,000 will be granted to additional clinics. 
 
These awards demonstrate KDHE’s commitment to collaboration with other state, 
federal and private industry programs, and especially with community-based initiatives 
to meet health care needs at the local community level. The grants will allow existing 
community-based public or not-for-profit primary care clinics to hire staff to work with 
public and private patient assistance programs, including more than 150 programs 
offered by pharmaceutical companies. With dedicated staff, patients will have help with 
the application procedures and eligibility requirements to obtain supplies of free, or low-
cost pharmaceuticals through manufacturers’ indigent drug programs. 
 
The KDHE Prescription Drug Assistance 
Program joins the ranks of public and 
private initiatives to make prescription 
drugs more affordable to working families 
and seniors. The Healthy Kansas 
Initiative, created by Governor Kathleen 
Sebelius and Insurance Commissioner 
Sandy Praeger, emphasizes the need to 
assist Kansans in accessing free-or-
reduced-cost medications. A key feature of Healthy Kansas is a web-based resource 
guide for Kansas residents to obtain local assistance and information from clinics and 
other community partners. The resource guide is located at: www.healthykansas.org/. 
 
In addition, these grants would assist federally qualified health centers (FQHCs) also 
known as Community Health Centers (CHCs) and FQHC Look- Alikes with purchase or 
expansion of pharmaceutical inventory under the federal Section 340B Drug Pricing 
Program. This federal project limits the cost of drugs purchased by these health centers 
and other federal programs such as the Veterans Administration. The new grants will 
allow implementation of 340B programs in eight of the 10 FQHCs in Kansas. The grants 
also authorize a subsidy for a portion of the cost of prescription drugs purchased 
through the 340B program for patients receiving sliding fee discounts. The estimated 
average subsidy is $4 per prescription. 
 
More information on the state’s primary care safety net may be found at the KDHE Web 
site http://www.kdhe.state.ks.us/olrh/pc.htm or on the Web site of the Kansas 
Association for the Medically Underserved, the association representing primary care 
clinics and community health centers whose primary mission is provision of health care 
to all persons regardless of ability to pay the full cost of care: http://www.kspca.org/. 
 

http://www.healthykansas.org/

	KDHE Issues Prescription Drug Assistance Grants 

